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‘Garden’
party

BY REBECCA BENWITT MOODY

t was lucky for Nutley, N.J., that Steven
Petronio came along, because before
him, the town’s only claim to fame was
the invention of the pooper-scooper.
Petronio, a Nutley native, is a New
York-based choreographer who in the
1980s was described as “the most in-your-

face, rage-filled gay dancer in the age of”

AIDS,” by a Minneapolis Star Tribune
reporter. One of the first professional
dancers to publicly proclaim his “queer
bent” (his words), Petronio was a real
upstart, organizing ACT-UP gatherings,

The Stephen Petronio Company

WHEN: 8 p.m. Thursday
WHERE: UCSB Campbell Hall
TICKETS: 893-3535

halting curtain calls to denounce conser-
vative Sen. Jesse Helms and demanding
more governmental attention to the AIDS
epidemic. His dances reflected his poli-
tics.

But that was then, and more recently
Petronio has moved beyond the angry
wild-child stage and emerged as a

kinder, gentler choreographer. “I got
bored with aggression,” he noted in an
interview in 1995, “and have become a
more grown-up, contemplative dance-
maker.” The metamorphosed Petronio is
bringing his company Thursday to UCSB
Campbell Hall to showcase his latest cre-
ation, the evening-length, “Not Garden.”

Critics have responded enthusiastical-,

ly to the new Petronio, calling him “fear-
lessly inventive,” “audaciously virtuosic”
and “breathtaking.” During a telephone
conversation from his home in New York,
Petronio suggested this sort of success is
exactly what he always had in mind. “I
grew up in a lower-middle-class Italian

family and though there wasn't any art in
the house, I always knew that I was cre-
ative. What I didn’t know was exactly
what to do with it though. I just wanted to
be fabulous.”

Petronio went to Hampshire College in
1974, an experimental school in Amherst,
Mass., which had offered him a full
scholarhship. “Back home I used to
dance on the plastic runners in our hall-
ways and in front of the mirror to Elvis,
but it was at Hampshire that I took my
first dance class,” he said. “It was in
improvisation and I got totally addicted.

“I'd actually been studying pre-med
there,” he added, “but was so captivated
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The Stephen Petronio Dance Company.
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by dance. I got into that mstead
I'd found myself ... and became
The Dancer immediately.”

If at first Petronio’s folks
weren’t pleased by his decision
to dump doctoring for dance,
they eventually accepted it.
“They balked for a minute, but
then calmed down and were
fine,” he said. “Unfortunately,
my mother passed away before I
really made it, but my father is
over the moon about my suc-
cess. He comes to everything
and is always in the front row
with a suit and tie.”

After college, Petronio moved
to New York and joined the
Trisha Brown Company as its
first, and at that time, only male
member. “It was a miracle real-
ly,” he said. “During the audi-
tion I danced at a level I would
only reach in later years ... a
very cosmic experience. I
killed. Unfortunately, at the first
rehearsal, I reverted back to my
real level. But she kept me any-
way.”

In a Los Angeles Times inter-
view last year, Petronio com-
mented on his experience as the
token male in that company. “It
was hard not having any men to
look at. I was like a bull in a
china shop. I sweated, I burped
and had hair everywhere and
here were these delicate,
sophisticated women. I learned
a lot though ... some of my best
secrets are from women.”

Petronio’s choreographic
career began during his time
working with Brown. “She let

BEATRICE SCHILLER

The Stephen Petronio Company will dance “Not
Garden” in UCSB Campbell Hall.

Art Around

Town
Reception & Exhibit

Westmont Art Faculty
Tony Askew
John Carlander
Deanna Pini
Susan Savage
Jill Vander Hoof
Siu Zimmerman
Reception
Friday, April 17th
5 PM. to 8 PM.

Exhibit runs
through April 30.
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CLASSES FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS. FLEXIBLE
SCHEDULES (MORNING, EVENING AND SATURDAY
CLASSES FOR ADULTS) AND AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM
FOR CHILDREN IN FRENCH AND GERMAN.
PLEASE CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Di Meio-Unberthiner

LANGUAGE ACADEMY :

805-899-1998 AND 805-689-0205

STARTING IN MARCH
* FRENCH FOR CHILDREN ONLY ** ITALIAN FOR ADULTS ONLY
2060010367009
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Sunday, April 12, 1998
Worship Services at 9:00 & 10:30 am
Rev. LLoyd Saatjian, preaching
Wonderful music + Easter Message
Child care provided

305 East Anapamu St. at Garden 963-3579 )]
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me use her basement,” he said,
“and I started giving concerts in
1979. In 1984 I started my own
company.”

The Stephen Petronio
Company has since presented
work across the United States,
Canada, Europe and South
America and has been featured
in Michael Blackwood's docu-
mentary “Retracing Steps” and
in PBS’ “Alive from Off-Center”
program. In addition to choreo-
graphing for his own company,
Petronio has created dances for
Frankfurt Ballet, Lyon National
Opera Ballet, Berlin Deutsche
Oper and Maggio Danza di
Fierenza, among others.

Petronio’s latest production,
“Not Garden,” was inspired by
the work of a fellow Italian. “I
was trying to decide what to do
for my millennium piece and
was reading ‘Dante’s Inferno’
at the time,” Petronio
explained. “He addressed the
social morality of his time in
an interesting way and I
thought, ‘Pretty chic. I'll use
this.” "

“Not Garden” is a three-sec-
tion journey through a 20th-
century landscape of historical-
ly influential people and
events. Movement, music, text
and images ranging from Hitler
to Madonna are interwoven
throughout “to produce a vision
of this century’s sins,” Petronio
said. “It’s a tribute to the anti-
heroes ... the outsiders who
have shaped our world more
than we know.”

“There’s absolutely no story,”
he added. “I make abstract
physical landscapes, or physi-
cal models of behavior, based
on ideas which are never liter-
ally portrayed.”

Part One, “Call to the Gate” is
a short introduction to the
evening featuring music by
Diamanda Galas, while Part
Two, “The Pit” functions as the
nucleus of the work. The move-
ment style in this section is
speedy and aggressive, with lots
of the unusual partnering work
that is typical of Petronio’s
choreography. Part Three, “The
Final Round,” is described as
“a formal meditation in move-
ment ... a collective rite of pas-
sage, based on the symmetry of
the curve.”

“Not Garden” is the first full-
evening production Petronio
has created for his company
and he seems pleased with the
results.“I broke into tears dur-
ing a recent dress rehearsal,”
he said. “Watching the dancers,
I thought, ‘I made them?’ It was
so satisfying. I want to be
thrilled on that intuitive level
always.”

(The Stephen Petronio
Company will perform “Not
Garden” at 8 p.m. Thursday in
UCSB Campbell Hall. Tickets,
which are $10 to $16 for stu-
dents and $14 to $20 for general
admssion, may be purchased by
calling 893-3535.)

Rebecca Benwitt Moody is a
Santa Barbara-based free-lance
writer.
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The dancer and choreographer Stephen Petronio.

Kt EASTER SUNDAY

SERVING BREAKFAST 7 AM - 1 PM

DINNER 1 PM -8 PM
SERVING OUR REGULAR MENU
PLUS: HAM & LEG OF LAMB

COMPLETE MEALS  RELISH TRAY
THRU DESSERT

Foy FOURWINDS

3435 STATE STREET » 682-5174

No early birds, coupons or other discount offers accepted.

o FULL BAR & MUSIC NIGHTLY

2893206360256

«“DAY TRIPS ADVENTURES”
FOR APRIL ("98)

J. PAUL GETTY CENTER - “25 per person,
% bouds &t the Comter, 4/10, 4711, 8/13,4/21,4/22,
4/24,4/25,4/26

DODGER GAMES - 32 per person, game ticket
included, 4/10, 4/12, 4/24,4/26

HUNTINGTON LIBRARY - Art & Gardens -
$30 per person, 4% hours at the Center 4/17,4/18,
4/19, 4/28 (includes “The Rose Festival”)

HEARST CASTLE - 39 per person (4/20)
REAGAN LIBRARY - 22 per person (4/15)

hone 964-7759
ax  683-0307
PSC - 1262 TCP 1262 B

22522365614
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Santa
Barbara
Music
Club

Beethoven -- Trio in E flat, Opus 38
Nancy Mathison, clarinet
Jacqueline Greenshields, cello

John Sonquist, piano

Schumann -- song cycle “Frauenliebe und Leben”
Audrey Sharpe, soprano
Deborah Hendrickson, piano

The 3rd Wednesday
Faulkner Gallery, Public Library

April 15, 1998

12:00 Noon
40 E. Anapamu St.

Admission Free
Public Invited
i
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APPETIZERS

Selection of Imported cheeses
Display of Smoked fisb
Assorted Pates and Breads
Oysters Rockefeller

SOUP

Tomato and Basil Bisque

SALADS
Caesar Salad

Grilled Eggplant, Artichokes and
Feta Cbeese
Fresh Fruit Salad, Yogurt and
Honey dressing

DESSERTS

Assorted Pastries, Ice
Cream and Ples

Price: Adults *21.00

Qs
by the aza.
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Miramar Hotel « 1998

Roasted yellow and red Peppers, -.

Hours: 11a.m. to 4:00 p.m
Reservations please call 969-2203

HOTEL « RESORT

ENTREES

Eggs Benedict with Smoked
Salmon and Dill Hollandatise
Golden Malted Waffles with
warm Apples and Fresh Berries
Cheese Torellini Primavera witl
Grilled Chicken
Country Sausage wrapped in a
blueberry Honey Batter

CARVING STATION

Roasted Leg of Lamb with
Garlic and Rosemary
Round of Beef au jus

Potatoes Souffle
Blue Lake green beans, sweet
peppers and onions

Children under 12 *10.95
“Ext. 64

$14.00 General
.00 Student/Senior




	4.10.98- Santa Barbara News-Press_1
	4.10.98- Santa Barbara News-Press_2
	4.10.98- Santa Barbara News-Press_3

